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Foundation Grants Seed Effort
Carillon Park brings Dayton’s stories to life
         ost of us know Dayton  
         as the city where the 
Wright Brothers invented the 
first practical flying machine 
or where Charles Kettering  
perfected the first electrical 
ignition system for automobiles. 
But little is known publicly 
about Dayton’s other historic 
achievements, including the 
story of Dayton Wright, the 
nation’s leading producer of 
World War I aircraft, or that the 
city once was home to the 
world’s largest printing facility, 
formerly owned by the father 
of former First Lady Barbara 
Bush. 

These and many other 
stories are set to come to life 
on August 20 when Dayton 
History opens its new Heritage 
Center of Dayton Manufactur-
ing and Entrepreneurship at 
Carillon Park.

continued on page 3

Dedicated to showcasing  
the region’s rich and diverse his-
tory of manufacturing, innova-
tion and entrepreneurship, the 
27,000-square-foot facility will 
feature many never-before-seen 
artifacts from Dayton History’s 
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From the President
A Walk Through the Foundation,  
A Walk Through History

Michael M. Parks

      very day when I walk into  
    The Dayton Foundation’s 
office on the fifth floor of the 
Kettering Tower, I walk past 
the pictures of hundreds of the 
Foundation’s endowment fund 

donors. I look at their faces and 
the names of their funds and 
think how lucky we are to have 
as part of our “family,” people 
who have so much commit-
ment to our community and  
to helping others.

I think about that a great 
deal – and about how diverse 
a group of people they are, 
diverse in every respect. They 
are people from a broad range 
of backgrounds and charitable 
interests. It is evident to me that 
a major reason for how strong 
The Dayton Foundation has 
remained over the years is the 
diversity and strength of pur-
pose of all these caring people.

CF Insights, which man-
ages the community foundation 
survey for the national Council 

on Foundations Community 
Foundations Leadership Team, 
recently published a report, 
ranking survey participants 
from the more than 700 com-
munity foundations nationwide. 
A statistic surfaced that I still 
find quite astonishing. The Day-
ton Foundation was 4th in the 
entire nation last year for the 
number of gifts and grants made 
annually – and the average 
transaction size was larger than 
the three foundations ranked 
above us. Also remarkable is 
that The Dayton Foundation 
was 17th in the number of gifts 
per capita for our multicounty 
service area – ranked higher 
than Cleveland, Minneapolis, 
Cincinnati, Seattle, Houston 
or Denver, to name a few. This 

clear and unusual generosity of 
the people of Greater Dayton 
is what strikes me when I walk 
through the Foundation’s office 
and look at the pictures of the 
donors who enhance and sus-
tain our community.

Let me share a little of the 
history – some of the stories – 
that I’m reminded of when I see 
these photos.  

A photograph of one of the 
earliest funds depicts the work 
of the Fresh Air Farm Society 
Trust Fund from 1926, which 
evolved from the Junior League 
of the Visiting Nurses’ Associa-
tion’s efforts to help ailing chil-
dren experience the fresh air 
and other joys of the country. 

One of four historic structures 
moved in 2009 from the Kettering-
Moraine Museum, Deed’s Barn has 
been restored, thanks to the ef-
forts of volunteers, including long-
time Dayton Foundation donors 
Harry Prigozen and Burt Saidel.
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extensive archives, as well as 
exhibits on loan from national 
museums.

“We’re very excited to have 
a space to properly display our 
collections and be able to give 
a snapshot of our region’s his-
tory from the past 150 years,” 
said Brady W. Kress, president 
and chief executive officer of 
Dayton History.

Not unlike the dreams 
of Dayton’s well-known 
inventors, Kress and Dayton 
History’s Board of Directors 
envisioned in 2008 a future 
for Carillon Park that would 
give visitors an opportunity 
to experience and celebrate 
the region’s history in a fun, 
interactive way. The Heritage 
Center is part of a long-term 
master plan they adopted to  
fulfill this goal. 

To help support this effort, 
The Dayton Foundation 
awarded discretionary grants 
totaling $425,000, made pos-
sible thanks to the Hampden 
W. and Erma R. Catterton 
Fund and the Harry A. 
Toulmin, Jr., and Virginia B. 
Toulmin Fund. The one-time 
Toulmin grant perpetuates 
the family’s legacy in Dayton. 
Harry Toulmin’s father was 
the attorney who secured 
and defended the patents for 
the Wright Brothers’ flying 
machines.

“We’ve very honored to 
receive these grants and to 
continue the Toulmin family 
history in Dayton. It’s another 

layer in the Wright Brothers’ 
stories that we can share with 
visitors,” Kress said. 

Inside the Heritage Cen-
ter, visitors will be able to 
walk through Deed’s Barn, 
the restored circa-1890 car-
riage house where Kettering 
and Colonel Edward Deeds 
developed a plan that became 
Delco. Visitors also will get to 
interact with animatronic ver-
sions of Kettering, Deeds and 
John Patterson, and see the 
first and last trucks that rolled 
off the assembly line at Gen-
eral Motor’s Moraine Assem-
bly Plant. In the children’s 
gallery, a 36-foot-in-diameter 
Carousel of Dayton Innova-
tion will feature 32 figures 
related to Dayton’s history, 
including a Mike-sell’s potato 
chip bag and a NCR cash  
register.

“We hope children will 
learn more about the history 
of Dayton while riding this 
one-of-a-kind carousel, spark-
ing their imagination and cre-
ativity,” Kress said.

Earlier this year Dayton 
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– Brady Kress, president and chief 
executive officer, Dayton History

Carillon
continued

History opened the first phase 
of a 14-acre trail system, also 
part of the master plan. The 
trail system, located on the 
park’s glacial moraine hillside, 
has Native American and 
medical history significance. 
In the late 19th century the 
Dayton Quarantine Hospital 
was built on the moraine to 
house people with smallpox. 

It’s also the site of a Hopewell 
Indian mound from as early as 
100 A.D.

“There is so much more 
to Dayton’s history, which 
is important to share from a 
future investment standpoint. 
The Heritage Center will help 
us do this,” Brady Kress said. 
“The more guests hear about 
the Daytonians who changed 
their lives and achieved great-
ness because they had the 
vision and desire to do some-
thing, the more we can inspire 
future generations.

“Dayton’s legacy is very 
personal to me,” Brady contin-
ued. “My family settled here 
in 1841, and my grandparents 
were married ten weeks after 
the 1913 flood. My grandfa-
ther worked 30 years at Frigi-
daire, and my dad worked 35 
years at NCR. I grew up at Old 
River, Carillon and NCR Sugar 
Camp, and was enveloped in 
these stories. I feel a true obli-
gation to my family and other 
Daytonians like them to share 
and preserve Dayton’s stories.”

(From left) Dayton Foundation 
President Michael M. Parks,  
Dayton History President and 
CEO Brady W. Kress and Dayton 
Foundation Governing Board 
Chair Gary L. LeRoy in front of 
the restored Deed’s Barn

Animatronic versions of well-known Daytonians, like Charles Kettering above, will be located inside the theatre.

The entrance into the new Heritage Center of Dayton Manufacturing and Entrepreneurship.

With the impending sale of 
DP&L to AES Corporation, 
many DP&L shareholders 
may incur a capital gains tax. 
The capital gains will vary 
based upon the shareholder’s 
cost basis and length of time 
the shares were held. Nev-
ertheless, this may provide 
charitably inclined share-
holders with an opportunity 
to donate the stocks to The 
Dayton Foundation to create 
a current charitable fund, 
add to an already existing 
fund or, for example, in 
exchange for a Charitable 
Gift Annuity for one or  
two lives.  

A Charitable Gift Annu-
ity is a legal agreement 
between the donor and The 
Dayton Foundation and 
provides the donor a current 
year charitable income tax 
deduction and a guaranteed 
lifetime annuity payment. 
The partially tax-free annu-
ity payments may begin 
immediately or be deferred 
until a preferred time. In 
addition, upon the donor’s 
death, any remaining funds 
will be directed to a deferred 
fund designated to the 
donor’s favorite charities.   

Shareholders affected by 
the merger should consult 

their financial advisors and 
tax professionals to deter-
mine their personal strategy. 
However, if donors and/or 
their financial advisors and 
tax professionals would like 
to discuss this and other 
opportunities, please contact 
Joe Baldasare or Angela Cle-
ments at The Dayton Foun-
dation, at (937) 222-0410. 
Additional information also 
is available online at the 
Foundation’s website, at 
www.daytonfoundation.org/
dplstock.html.
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President
continued

In the interest of keeping the 
fund flexible, they established 
it with nearly $11,000 as an 
endowment of the type that 
we call a field-of-interest fund. 
In this case, their charitable 
interest was for the welfare of 
sick and needy children liv-
ing in the city of Dayton. The 
fund has generated support 
for these children many times 
the fund’s initial value – seven 
times over just in the last 20 
years alone. 

A picture of Virginia Blak-
eney as a young woman looks 
to have been taken somewhere 
around 1900. High among this 
talented woman’s accomplish-
ments was that she designed 
jewelry for Tiffany & Co. Her 
fund was established at her 
death and was intended to 
honor her parents (William 
and Margaret Blakeney) and 
support the Dayton Art Insti-

tute (DAI), which she loved. 
A great story about this fund 
is that it was begun with Vir-
ginia Blakeney’s estate gift of 
$315,000 in 1963. Since then, 
$865,000 has been awarded 
from her fund to help DAI. 
Her fund, then, has awarded 
grants worth nearly three 
times the value of her original 
gift and will continue giving, 
in her parents’ name, in per-
petuity.  

David L. Rike was, of 
course, a well-known owner 
and executive of the beloved 
Rike-Kumler Company 
department store (which 
in the 1950s was Dayton’s 
fourth largest employer and 
which later became Rike’s). 
He was known for being very 
generous, civic-minded and 
far-seeing.  It seems a natural 
extension of his nature to have 
served as a former chair of The 
Dayton Foundation Govern-
ing Board, on which he served 
for 17 years.  In 1979 he rolled 
his family foundation into The 
Dayton Foundation to estab-
lish an unrestricted fund – the 
Rike Family Fund – after his 
time on the Foundation Board 
had ended. This unrestricted 
fund enables the Foundation 
to help the community wher-
ever need or opportunity is 

greatest. Over the years, the 
Rikes’ initial gift of $956,000 
has generated, to date and 
just since 1987, $1.3 million 
in grants, providing support 
to a wide range of nonprofits 
and helping Greater Dayton in 
so many ways. He also set up 
a scholarship fund in 1987, 
the Rike Family Scholar-
ship Fund. These funds will 
continue to do good for gen-
erations to come, in the Rike 
family name.

It’s hard to miss the photo 
of a delivery truck from 
another era, bearing the name 
of Mikesell, the founder of 
the well-known potato chip 
manufacturing company, 
Mike-sell’s Potato Chip Co. 
In 1985 Mary Mikesell Mapp 
established a fund to recog-
nize her parents, Daniel Mike-
sell (the founder of Mike-sell’s 
and an avid singer and choir-
master) and Martha Mikesell. 
She requested the fund sup-
port the music activities of 
youth, with preference being 
given to the Dayton Boys’ 
Choir, if appropriate. For 
years, grants from this fund 
went to the Boys’ Choir. Now 
that the Boys’ Choir no longer 
exists, the Governing Board 
has adjusted the grantmaking 
from Mary Mikesell Mapp’s 

fund to follow the broad 
charitable intent of her fund, 
which is to promote music to 
young people in the region. If 
the Boys’ Choir should start 
up again, grants likely will go 
to this organization again, as 
before. This is a great feature 
of endowments through the 
Foundation, in that as times 
change, the Board adjusts as 
needed to always find a way 
to fulfill a donor’s charitable 
intent as closely as possible 
and continue to assure that 
the donor is remembered 
today and in the future.  

Moses H. Jones’s picture 
is copied from a very old 
newspaper article about this 
prominent African-American, 
criminal-law attorney, who 
died in 1926. His Founda-
tion fund was established to 
aid YMCAs primarily serving 
African-Americans in Dayton. 
Some notes from Margaret 
Peters are in his donor file at 
The Dayton Foundation. She 
said that he was very popular 
and highly thought of by fel-
low lawyers and practiced in 
many cities and states. She 
tells a great story about Mrs. 
Aurelia Turner, who inter-
viewed Moses Jones for a high 
school speech she gave about 
him for a contest. She was so 
inspired by him –“the first 
black professional in Dayton,” 
Margaret Peters noted – that 
she went on to raise all seven 

of her children to be college 
graduates, four obtaining mas-
ter’s degrees and two, Ph.D.’s 
and said that the example set 
by Moses Jones showed the 
value of a good education.

A more recent fund photo 
– that of a beautiful, six-year-
old girl, Sarah Fiorita, in a ballet 
costume – remembers the 
little girl who died of leukemia 
in 2006. Her parents – one a 
nurse, the other a respiratory 
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David L. Rike

therapist – established a fund 
in memory of their child who 
had such passion for ballet. It 
will assist six- to eight-year-
olds with tuition expenses 
for beginning ballet lessons. 
A wonderful story about her 
is that Sarah was invited to a 
rehearsal session of the ballet 
company shortly before her 
death. Members of the Dayton 
Ballet “adopted” her, gave her 
encouragement, allowed her 
to dance with them and sent 
her gifts. The fund her parents 
established will help Sarah’s 
name to live on for genera-
tions to come and help other 
young children to develop 
their passion for dance.

These are just a few of the 
many people and stories that 
make up The Dayton Founda-
tion’s 90-year history. We are 
so very fortunate to have so 
many individuals commit-
ted to the betterment of our 
community – today and in the 
future. I invite you to come by 
and walk through our office. 
These pictures represent a 
kind of history of Dayton – 
and, I would contend, some of 
the best of a history of which 
we should all feel proud – a 
history that still is being writ-
ten, by you, the Foundation’s 
donors.

Michael M. Parks,
president   

Virginia Blakeney Moses H. Jones

Sarah Fiorita

Fresh Air Farm Society

Ph
ot

o:
 fr

om
 th

e 
C

ol
le

ct
io

ns
 a

t D
ay

to
n 

H
is

to
ry

D.W. Mikesell delivery truck



4

Harry A. Toulmin, Jr., and Virginia B.Toulmin Fund
When the Cupboard Is Bare, The Foodbank Can Help

         he economic downturn  
         is causing many indi-
viduals to think twice about 
their or their families’ priori-
ties. With job layoffs, stagnant 
incomes and increased prices, 
one often has to make difficult 
 and sometimes heart-wrench-
ing decisions between paying 
to put food on the table or for 
other necessities, such as hous-
ing, medical or utility bills. 

Fortunately, one local orga-
nization is helping to supple-
ment the region’s nutritional 
needs. Established in 1976, 
The Foodbank is the primary 
source of donated and govern-
ment-funded food items for 
a network of more than 100 
relief programs and organiza-
tions in Greene, Montgomery 
and Preble counties. These 
programs then provide food 
directly to individuals in need 
through food pantries, com-
munity kitchens, emergency 
shelters or other programs. 
These programs include The 
Foodbank’s Good-to-Go Back-
pack Program that gives more 
than 1,000 students, who live 
in poverty, backpacks full of 
kid-friendly meal items to eat 

during weekends.
According to Burma 

Thomas, who recently retired 
as the executive director of 
The Foodbank, the need for 
supplemental food is grow-
ing at a significant rate. From 
2008 to 2010, the demand has 
grown more than 23 percent 
per year, from 2.9 million 
pounds of food to 5 million 
pounds. 

“This is the equivalent of 
more than 4-million meals 
served last year alone, an all- 
time high,” Thomas said. “This 
year we’re anticipating a total 
of 5.3-million pounds of food.”

To help The Foodbank 
meet this increased need, The 
Dayton Foundation awarded 
a $100,000 one-time, unre-
stricted grant from the Harry 
A. Toulmin, Jr., and Virginia B. 
Toulmin Fund of The Dayton 
Foundation. Virginia Toulmin, 
who passed away in 2010, cre-
ated this legacy fund to help 
the Foundation award grants 
where they are needed most in 
the community.

According to Thomas, 
many people served by the 
relief organizations participate 
in the government-funded 
SNAP (Supplemental Nutri-

tion Assistance Program), 
formerly known as the Food 
Stamp Program. “But it’s sim-
ply not enough to meet a fam-
ily’s monthly needs,” Thomas 
said. “The Toulmin grant was a 
wonderful surprise, especially 
now when we are anticipat-
ing reductions in federal and 
state funding. It will help us 
to keep the volume of food at 
an adequate nutritional level 
for individuals, families and 
senior citizens who are on 
fixed incomes.”

More than 400 volunteers 
and staff members support the 
organization’s critical work by 
inspecting every item donated 
and packing the items for dis-
tribution to the relief organiza-
tions. One such group uses 
a refurbished catering truck 
to distribute food directly to 
families in their homes.

“I remember two young 
children who were elated to 
have something to eat that 
day,” Thomas recalled. “I’ve 
known other children who 
have had nothing to eat at 
home, except for saltine crack-
ers and ketchup. To see a child 
get so excited about having 

food...that really pulls at your 
heart. These are our children, 
our future. I know we, as a 
society, can do better for them.

“The Dayton Foundation 
has been very important to The 
Foodbank, from individual 
donor gifts to the Dayton Daily 
News annual Valley Food 
Relief campaign to discretion-
ary grants from its Governing 
Board,” Thomas continued. 
“These gifts are critical to help-
ing us do our job better and to 
helping our community. We 
are so thankful for all their 
support.”

The Dayton Foundation news
The Dayton Foundation’s 
Governing Board Wel-
comes Two new Members
The Dayton Foundation has 
appointed J. Norman Eckstein 
and Ratna Palakodeti, M.D., 
FAAFP, as new members to 
its Governing Board, which 
provides stewardship for the 
Foundation and its charitable 
activities.

J. Norman Eckstein is a 
principal of Brower Insurance 
Agency, LLC, and is a former 
insurance instructor for the 
University of Dayton and Sin-
clair Community College. He 
currently serves on the boards 

of Goodwill Easter Seals 
Miami Valley and the YMCA 
of Greater Dayton, where he 
also is a past chairman. He 
has served on the Board of 
Directors for The Council of 
Insurance Agents and Brokers, 
including three years on its 
Executive Committee.

Ratna Palakodeti is a family 
physician for First Care Fam-
ily Medical in Beavercreek and 
medical director for First Care 
After Hours, as well as clinical 
assistant professor of Family 
Medicine at Wright State Uni-
versity’s Boonshoft School of 
Medicine. He currently serves 

on the Board of Trustees for 
The Hospice of Dayton, Inc., is 
emeritus trustee for the Miami 
Valley Hospital Foundation, 
vice president of the Ohio 
Academy of Family Physicians 
and an executive committee 
member of the Miami Valley 
Academy of Family Physicians 
(MVAFP). He also was the 
recipient of the 2008 MVAFP 
Physician of the Year Award 
and is a fellow of the American 
Academy of Family Physicians.

Foundation Wins Inter-
national Awards for  
Publications and video
For the eighth consecutive 
year, The Dayton Foundation 
has been named an award win-
ner for excellence in commu-
nications by the international 
Wilmer Shields Rich Awards 
Program, sponsored by the 
Council on Foundations.

Competing against 
entrants from the largest 
of the more than 700 com-
munity foundations in the 
U.S. and abroad (community 
foundations over $250 mil-
lion in assets), The Dayton 
Foundation received two 
2011 Wilmer Shields Awards 

for Excellence, one 
for Good News, the 
Foundation’s general 
newsletter, and one 
for the Foundation’s 
2009-2010 annual 
report.

The Dayton 
Foundation also has 
been honored with 
three awards for 
outstanding achieve-
ment in video pro-
duction for its video, 
A Community is Defined by  
the Passion of Its People –  
Stories of Caring & Commit-
ment. The video premiered  
at the Foundation’s 2010  
Biennial Meeting Celebration 
and is posted online at www.
daytonfoundation.org/videos.
html and at www.youtube.
com/The Dayton Foundation. 

The Foundation received 
a Gold 2011 Hermes Creative 
Award and a 2011 Award of 
Distinction in the Videogra-
pher Awards competition. 
Both international awards pro-
grams are administered and 
judged by the Association of 
Marketing and Communica-
tions Professionals. 

The video also won a 
Bronze Award, the second-
highest honor, in the 32nd 
annual Telly Awards com-
petition, which is judged by 
industry professionals, each 
of whom is a past Silver Telly 
winner, the program’s highest 
honor. The award recognizes 
outstanding video and film 
production, as well as local, 
regional and cable TV com-
mercials and programs, and 
web commercials, videos and 
films. J. Norman Eckstein Ratna Palakodeti, M.D.
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A Passion for Helping People
Dr. Gary LeRoy is new board chair
      passion for helping people 
       is what defines Dr. Gary 
L. LeRoy’s life. A Dayton native, 
he grew up in a nurturing and 
diverse neighborhood that gave 
him a vision of community that 
informs his belief in Greater 
Dayton and all its possibilities

The Dayton Foundation’s 
new Governing Board chair, 
Dr. Gary LeRoy today 
is a family physi-
cian and associ-
ate professor 
and associate 
dean of Student 
Affairs and 
Admissions 
in the Depart-

The Edward L. and Esther B. Kohnle Fund
Legacy gift perpetuates family devotion to community

        hen The Dayton Foun- 
 dation received $3.7 
million from Edward L. and 
Esther B. Kohnle’s Charitable 
Remainder Trust, the com-
munity gained more than the 
largest, realized, unrestricted 
Dayton Foundation legacy gift 
to date. The region was the 
beneficiary as well of the last 
wishes of two honored citizens, 
known for their civic leader-
ship, their dedication to Dayton 
and their giving spirit.

Edward Kohnle was the 
former chairman and president 
of Monarch Marking Systems, 
which later merged with Pitney 

volunteer award after him, the 
Boy Scouts of America, Junior 
Achievement and The Dayton 
Foundation. He served on the 
Foundation’s Governing Board 
from 1957 to 1973.  

“Through his Governing 
Board service,” said Michael 
M. Parks, Dayton Foundation 
president, “he understood better 
than most the importance of 
unrestricted giving. The estab-
lishment of the Edward L. and 
Esther B. Kohnle Fund carries 
no restrictions on the gift and 
will provide the Foundation 

continued on page 4

“DAyToN CREATED THE” 

CuTTING EDGE. WE CAN 

CREATE THE EDGE AGAIN 

– CREATE THE Box WE _ 

.”WoRK ouTsIDE.”

– Gary L. LeRoy, M.D._

to his church community and 
who instilled in him a strong 
work ethic and a caring and 
ethical nature. His mother, his 
church and his neighborhood 
also introduced him to the 
importance and spirit of giv-
ing, as did his school through 
participation in the Community 
Chest’s Red Feather Campaign. 
His natural propensity for 
relationship building played 
a major role in other aspects 
of his life, leading to his being 
the first in his family to attend 
college and, eventually, Wright 
State’s medical school where he 
studied family medicine.

“I always have tried to keep 
my family medicine practice 
at the center of what I do. It 
keeps me grounded in why I’m 
doing what I’m doing. When I 
was medical director of the East 
Dayton Health Center for many 
years, we didn’t have all the lat-
est equipment and advantages. 
We had to use every resource 
to solve people’s medical prob-
lems. You have to study the 
whole picture in family medi-

A

Edward L. and Esther B. Kohnle

Gary L. LeRoy, 
M.D.

Bowes Inc. Esther Kohnle was 
a former school teacher and an 
active volunteer. She was presi-
dent of The League of Women 
Voters, the College Women’s 
Club and Dayton Woman’s 
Club, author of Never Dies the 
Dream: The Story of Monarch 
Marking, and acted as purchas-
ing agent at Monarch when her 
husband served in World War I.  
Edward Kohnle passed away in 
1987; Esther Kohnle in 1982.

Edward Kohnle was devoted 
to a number of charitable 
organizations, including the 
YMCA of Metropolitan Day-
ton, which named its highest 

neighborhood, where people 
accepted and reached out to one 
another.    

“We had such a strong sense 
of community and a rich diver-
sity of people. When someone 
in the neighborhood became 
ill or lost a job, we helped one 
another. Today people gener-
ally don’t have the same level 
of interaction with one another 
– we’ve lost something.” And 
that is exactly why he sees The 
Dayton Foundation as vital to 
reinforce and build a stronger 
sense of community, and why he 
became involved. At its essence, 
The Dayton Foundation is 
about relationships, he believes, 
which also is what characterizes 
a community.  

It was relationships in his 
neighborhood that first taught 
him about community. It was 
his mother who introduced him 

ment of Family Medicine at 
Wright State University.

An only child, he was raised 
by his mother, who worked as 
a domestic. But his house was 
a place other family members, 
sharecroppers from Missis-
sippi, came to live and work 
years ago in the good factory 
jobs Dayton offered until they 

could establish them-
selves in the area.

He remembered 
Southern Dayton 
View, where he 
grew up in the 
1950s and 1960s, 
as having many 
families of German 

and Appalachian 
descent and a strong 

Jewish community. 
Gary LeRoy’s family 

was the second African-
American family to 

move into his 

T

Foodbank volunteers inspect and box all donated food before distribution.

“TO SEE A CHILD GET 

SO ExCITED ABOuT 

HAvInG FOOD...THAT 

rEALLy PuLLS AT yOur 

HEArT. THESE ArE 

Our CHILDrEn, Our 

FuTurE. I knOW WE, 

AS A SOCIETy, CAn DO 

.”BETTEr FOr THEM.” 

– Burma Thomas, retired executive_ 
director, The Foodbank
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      or 90 years, individuals, families and organizations have established charitable funds through The Dayton Foundation to help them to help others in our community  
        and beyond. The following represent some of their inspiring stories and how they are using the Foundation to enrich the lives of others. We are privileged to serve 
them and all of our Foundation fund donors.

From our history file
Stories of Dayton Foundation Donors
F

Dave and Jane Thomas Fund
Lifelong 
residents of 
the Greater 
Dayton 
Region and 
longtime 
parish-
ioners of 
College 

Hill Community Church, Jane and Dave Thomas 
firmly believed that one of the greatest losses 
individuals can have is to not reach their full 
potential. Giving children the help they need to 
achieve their goals through educational, medical, 
emotional or religious support, was the Thoma-
ses’ dream. As Dave Thomas said numerous 
times, “We need to be a neighbor to the neighbor 
next door.” In their honor, their children, David 
Thomas III and Sue Thomas Thayer, established 
the Dave and Jane Thomas Fund through The 
Dayton Foundation. They did it as a Christmas 
gift in 1999 to their 83-year-old mother, whose 
health had been declining. Since 2000, more than 
$11,000 in grants from the fund has been awarded 
to College Hill Community Church to support 
programs or initiatives that will encourage youth 
to become “fulfilled human beings, responsible 
members of society and children of God.”

Wallace and Florence B. 
Stauffer Fund

James and Jeanne Hochman 
Foundation
As a young boy, Jim Hochman would ride his bike 
to the Dayton Art Institute and spend hours mar-
veling at the artwork as he roamed the halls of the 
museum. Little did he know that his future wife, 
Jeanne, also would share his love for the arts. In 
her youth, Jeanne spent Saturday afternoons with 
her father listening to the Metropolitan Opera 
and regularly attending symphonies at Severance 
Hall in Cleveland. When they married in 1962, 
they settled in Dayton and continued to enjoy the 
city and its many cultural opportunities. To help 

support 
Dayton’s 
arts organi-
zations and 
other chari-
ties close to 
their heart, 
they opened 
a Charitable 
Checking 
Account

SM

 
in 1986. In 2007, they converted their account 
into a donor-advised fund. Through The Dayton 
Foundation, the Hochmans have distributed sub-
stantial funds to local charities. Their endowment 
fund helps carry out the Hochmans’ desire to help 
future generations of Daytonians experience the 
same cultural opportunities they have enjoyed 
in the community they have called home for so 
many years. 

Born in 1894, Dayton native Wallace Stauffer grew 
up and made his life in the community. He was 
remembered by his friends as a fine, accomplished 
businessman and good friend. As the owner and 
president of Snyder and Stauffer, INA Insurance, 
Wallace Stauffer also was very shy. His shyness, 
however, didn’t prevent him from becoming an 
active volunteer with many civic organizations, 
such as Shawn Acres and the Community Chest. 

He held many causes 
close to his heart, 
especially those 
involving children. 
In 1952, he married 
Florence Beechlor, 
and they made their 
home together on 
Schenck Avenue in 
Oakwood. Florence 
Stauffer, a former 
manicurist at the Van 
Cleve Hotel barber 

shop, was a strong supporter of the arts and had 
a great love of music. Together, they left a sizable 
estate of $603,000 to The Dayton Foundation, 
which in 1981 established an unrestricted endow-
ment fund, named the Wallace and Florence B. 
Stauffer Fund. More than $1.1 million has been 
awarded in the last 30 years from the Stauffers’ 
fund to help a variety of charitable organizations 
and causes in the Greater Dayton Region and will 
continue to do so for years to come. 

Caroline Patterson Shaw  
Memorial Fund 
Born in Dayton to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Dun Pat-
terson, Caroline Lowe Patterson spent her early 
childhood years here before going away to board-
ing school in Con-
necticut. After also 
living in St. Louis 
for many years, 
she moved back to 
Dayton in 1960, 
when she married 
George W. Shaw, a 
retired chairman of 
the board of City 
Transit Company 
and nephew of 
Julia Shaw Patterson Carnell, a Dayton Foundation 
foundering donor. A community activist, Caroline 
was involved in such organizations as the Day-
ton Art Institute, the Dayton Boys’ Club and The 
Dayton Foundation. When she died unexpectedly 
after a short illness in 1986, an unrestricted endow-
ment fund in her name was created at the Founda-
tion through a $20,000 bequest from her estate. 
Twenty-five years later the fund has distributed 
almost $20,000, with a market value of $24,000, 
serving as an example of how an endowment fund 
– in this case unrestricted – can make significant 
grants in the donor’s name through time, while pre-
serving the fund’s corpus and the donor’s memory 
and wishes in perpetuity.   

Wahid Abdullah Memorial 
Fund
One summer 
night in 1993, a 
promising young 
high school 
graduate and his 
dreams came 
to an end with 
the sound of a single gunshot. He was murdered 
by the hand of a fellow youth in an attempted 
carjacking. Ironically, this slaying echoed the 
words and fears of the victim, 17-year-old Wahid 
Abdullah, the eldest son of Muslim immigrants 
from Africa’s Ivory Coast. While working two jobs 
and maintaining above-average grades in school, 
Abdullah remarkably found time to pursue his 
athletic interest on numerous school sports teams. 
Shortly before his passing, he had entered and 
won a local oratorical contest. His speech, titled 
“A Calling to Youth: Restore the Sacredness of 
Human Life – Stop the Violence,” called out to 
African-Americans to end youth violence and 
regain a sense of religious harmony. To keep his 
memory alive, Abdullah’s friends and WDTN-TV2 
News Reporter Jim Bucher helped to establish 
the Wahid Abdullah Memorial Fund through 
the African-American Community Fund of The 
Dayton Foundation. Since 1997, the fund has 
awarded $5,500 in scholarships to help Montgom-
ery County high school graduates pursue their 
education.

W.W. Owen Memorial Fund
William Wendel 
Owen, former 
president of 
City Transit 
Company, had a 
passion for the 
Dayton com-
munity. Though 
he had no chil-
dren of his own, 
Owen organized 
special youth-
oriented events 
each December, 
including the Sertoma Club’s Christmas luncheon. 
Now in its 55th year, the luncheon continues to 
delight area schoolchildren through the W.W. 
Owen Memorial Fund of The Dayton Foundation, 
which was established at his death in 1990. Stu-
dents join Sertoma Club members at the Engineers 
Club and perform Christmas programs for their 
hosts, watch magic shows and visit with Santa 
Claus. Since 1955, more than 2,000 third-grade 
students from Dayton Public Schools have been a 
part of the Christmas program. To date, the fund 
has awarded more than $65,000 to support this 
annual event, as well as other activities that con-
tinue his charitable interests in youth, public  
transportation and local history. 
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   n the first half of 2011, The 
    Dayton Foundation awarded 
more than $14 million in 
grants from donor funds to a 
wide variety of charitable orga-
nizations in the Greater Day-
ton Region and beyond. A por-
tion of this amount was made 
through the Foundation’s 
discretionary grants program, 
made possible by donors who 
have provided unrestricted or 
largely unrestricted funds to 
The Dayton Foundation to act 
on opportunities for the com-
munity and address pressing 
needs throughout the region.

In June the Foundation 
awarded $203,150 in discretion- 
ary grants, which are approved 
by the Foundation’s Governing 
Board, to assist the following 
charitable organizations in 
helping Greater Dayton. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
the Greater Miami valley 
($20,250) to help imple-
ment a strategic plan to better 
address the needs of Dayton-
area youth by increasing the 
organization’s donor base and 
recruiting more volunteers.  

Cityfolk ($20,000) to as-
sist in partnering with The 
Muse Machine to enhance 
the arts education efforts in 
five Neighborhood School 
Centers that are Dayton Public 
Schools.

grants recent Discretionary Grants 
help build a better community 

W

Getting Started with The Dayton Foundation
Converting a private foundation for easier charitable giving

By Joseph B. Baldasare, MS, CFRE, 
vice president, Development 

              hat seemed like a good  
          idea at the time may 
have become a big headache. 
I often hear this through con-
versations with individuals, 
families and businesses that 
operate private foundations.

In the United States, one-
half of all private foundations 
have assets under $1 million. 
The Council on Foundations, 
the premier professional 
organization for all founda-

tions in the U.S. and abroad, 
recommends that private 
foundations should not be 
established for less than $10 
million, due to the costs, 
infrastructure and compliance 
issues associated with main-
taining such an entity.

A few issues that private 
foundations typically face 
include:

§ mandatory 5 percent distri-
bution of net investment as-
sets on an annual basis;

§ excise taxes of 1 to 2 per-
cent on net investment in-
come;

§ contributions made at the 
purchase price (cost basis) of 
an appreciated asset (stock or 
real estate); and

§ annual filing of a federal 
990-PF form, which is posted 
online and open to public in-
spection, including the names 
of the private foundation’s 
Board of Directors, its asset 
value and grant history.

In addition to these 
issues, some individuals have 

expressed concern about the 
future of their private founda-
tion, because their children or 
grandchildren have no interest 
in continuing its administra-
tion. 

The Dayton Foundation 
can help alleviate these con-
cerns and provide an easier 
way to fulfill a family’s chari-
table goals without the hassle. 
We have assisted a number 
of individuals and families in 
converting their private foun-
dations into a Family Foun-
dation Plus

SM

-Advised fund, a 
committee-advised fund or a 
donor-advised fund through 
The Dayton Foundation. In 
most cases, the individuals or 
families did so, because they 
wanted to continue to make 
grants in their foundation’s 
name, but didn’t want to have 
to deal with the issues men-
tioned above.

So how does converting a 
private foundation into a fund 
at The Dayton Foundation 
satisfy these issues?

First, endowed funds 

established through a commu-
nity foundation, such as The 
Dayton Foundation, are not 
required to make an annual 
payout. The donor may 
choose not to distribute grants 
for a period of time in order to 
allow the fund to grow.

Secondly, no excise taxes 
are paid on earned investment 
income, and there are no pen-
alty taxes.

Unlike private founda-
tions, gifts of publicly traded 
stock to a fund at The Dayton 
Foundation are made at the 
fair market value and not at 
the cost basis, therefore avoid-
ing capital gains taxes.

Unlike private foundations 
that are required to file a 990-
PF form, separate tax filings 
are not required for individual 
Dayton Foundation funds. 
The Dayton Foundation files 
one 990 form for all of its 
endowed funds, which makes 
it is impossible to determine 
which fund gave to what 
charity. Therefore, the donor’s 

privacy can be protected, if 
desired.

Plus, family members 
through the generations still 
may be involved in the fund’s 
grantmaking process, if the 
donor so chooses. 

If you are feeling the bur-
den of operating a private, cor-
porate or family foundation 
and would like to continue 
to direct grants to qualified 
charities in the name of your 
foundation, you may want 
to consider converting your 
foundation to a fund at The 
Dayton Foundation. You or 
your professional advisor may 
contact me, Joe Baldasare, vice 
president of Development, to 
discuss this and other chari-
table gift options through The 
Dayton Foundation to help 
meet your individual chari-
table goals. You may reach  
me at (937) 225-9954 or at 
jbaldasare@daytonfoundation.
org.

Community Health Cen-
ters of Greater Dayton 
($25,000) to further the 
Center’s ability to provide 
affordable health care to indi-
viduals in need by offering full 
dental services to children and 
adults.

Comprehensive Commu-
nity Child Care Organi-
zation ($22,900) to help 
improve the quality of early 
childhood education by pro-
viding scholarships to child-
care center staff for specialized 
training.

Dayton Theatre Guild 
($10,000) to aid in replacing 
the roof of the Guild’s Wayne 
Avenue location. 

These discretionary 
grants were made possible 
thanks to the following 
unrestricted or field-of-
interest funds of The  
Dayton Foundation.

Francis Crosthwaite Fund

Ada Eby Memorial Fund

Fresh Air Farm Society 
Trust Fund

Thomas A. and Charlotte 
McGlaughlin Fund

Daniel W. and Martha J. 
Mikesell Fund

Leon Norman and  
Mildred Miriam Nizny 
Memorial Fund

The Robert and Jean  
Penny Endowment Fund

Frederick and Louis N. 
Reibold Fund 

Paul E. and Josephine H. 
Smiley Fund

Donald M. and Dorothea 
Hunt Spindler Endow-
ment Fund

Harry A. Toulmin, Jr., and 
Virginia B. Toulmin Fund

The Signa W. Zimmerman 
Memorial Trust Fund

I

Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Greater Miami Valley

continued on page 8

Comprehensive Community 
Child Care Organization



a 200-strand fiber optic spray 
for clients to touch and feel, 
and calming aromatherapy to 
enhance their sense of smell.

“The staff and clients at 
Community Connections of 
Montgomery County greatly 
appreciate The Dayton Foun-
dation’s support,” said Melissa 
Villani, habilitation specialist. 
“Grants like these help us to 
provide for our clients in ways 
that we would not be able to 
otherwise. The cart is a valuable 
tool to calm and sooth clients 
in a peaceful atmosphere.” 

Nelson is one of many 
Echoing Valley residents 
enjoying the benefits of the 
new cart. “I think it is very 
pretty and peaceful to  
look at,” he said.      

shelter, housing, clothing, 
health care and education.  

klein Family Foundation 
fulfills the donors’ charitable 
wishes by granting funds to 
nonprofit organizations of 
their choosing.

Sales Education Founda-
tion Fund aims to help uni-
versities by providing annual 
revenue to sponsor research 
programs and curriculum de-
velopment in the field of sales. 
Sally and Howard Stevens, 
founders of Chally Group 
Worldwide, established this 
fund.

Sales Education Founda-
tion Scholarship Fund 
helps promote the sales pro-
fession by awarding scholar-
ships to students pursuing 
sales education classes at the 
college or university level.

Anne Soehner Memorial 
Fund remembers this beloved 
daughter and sister whose 

life tragically was cut short 
in 1990. The fund will award 

grants to Catholic Social Ser-
vices of the Miami Valley for 
programs that serve children.

yMCA of Greater Dayton 
Childcare Fund enhances 
YMCA of Greater Dayton’s 
child care programs by funding 
compensation of high-quality 
educators to help develop the 
reading skills of preschool 
and school-aged children and 
ensure all students third grade 
and below are reading at or 
above grade level.

 
 
 
 

Grants in  
Action

Grants in Action 
recognizes the  
results of notable 
grant awards, 
whether large or 
small, and the  
significant impact 
they have on 
strengthening  
the Greater  
Dayton region.
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      stablishing a strong foun- 
    dation for our communi-
ty’s future is a vision shared by 
donors who have endowment 
funds at The Dayton Founda-
tion. The following funds are 
some of the new endowment 
funds established by donors in 
recent months to support our 
region and their special chari-
table causes, now and in the 
future.

Artemis Center Funds help 
support victims of domestic 
abuse by providing unre-
stricted operating revenue to 
the Artemis Center. Founded 
in 1985, the Center has helped 
more than 70,000 victims and 
their children since inception.

Catharine Bieser Black 
Fund celebrates the life of this 
successful businesswoman 
and community volunteer by 
awarding grants to area non-
profits. Though she had many 
interests, including world 
travel, horses and skiing, she 
cherished Dayton,“the Center 
of the Universe,” as she liked 
to call it, and her family most 
of all.

Pearl A. Dale and Audrey 
Parker Scholarship Fund* 
awards scholarships to Greater 
Dayton-area students wishing 
to further their education at an 
accredited college or univer-
sity. The fund serves as a me-
morial to these two African-
American sisters and longtime 
Dayton Public Schools educa-
tors, both of whom overcame 

odds to graduate with master’s 
degrees in the 1950s.

Charles A. Gockel Family 
Fund honors the memory 
of this beloved father by dis-
tributing grants to nonprofit 
organizations. Charles Gockel, 
who rose from humble begin-
nings to the position of vice 
president of finance, UAP 
division, of Parker Hannifin, 
was committed to helping 
youth attain an education and 
develop a Christian faith.

House of Bread Endow-
ment Funds support this 
community kitchen by provid-
ing annual unrestricted oper-
ating revenue. In addition to 
preventing hunger by offering 
lunchtime meals to anyone in 
need, House of Bread collabo-
rates with social services agen-
cies to offer critical assistance 
and referrals for emergency 

E

endowment Donors and organizations establish funds to help others

Artemis Center

Pearl A. Dale

House of Bread

Klein family

Anne Soehner

YMCA of Greater Dayton

Grant Helps Offer Com-
forts of Home to Ailing 
Servicemen and Service-
women
The stress of dealing with 
a life-threatening illness 
or injury can take a toll on 
military personnel and their 
families. And if the best care 
available is located out of 
state, this can add a new set of 
challenges to an already over-
whelming situation.  

To help these individuals 
and their families cope with 

leaving their homes to seek 
treatment at Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base (AFB), Fisher/
Nightingale Houses, Inc., a 
not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to creating Compas-
sionate Care Houses on mili-
tary bases, helped raise private 
funds to build the Fisher 
House. The Dayton Founda-
tion supported the project 
with a $25,000 discretionary 
grant in 2010.

Fisher House was designed 
to give servicemen and ser-
vicewomen, who currently are 
receiving outpatient treatment 
or recently received treatment 
at the Wright-Patterson AFB 
Medical Center, a temporary 
place to stay before making 
the trip home. The House 
offers the comforts of home at 
no charge to eligible service 

members and their families.
 “We truly appreciate The 

Dayton Foundation’s support,” 
said Chris Stanley, executive 
director of Fisher/Nightingale 
Houses, Inc. “The publicity 
from the grant also helped to 
get others to ‘step up to the 
plate,’ knowing that The  
Dayton Foundation was 
behind the project.”

The impact of the home 
reaches far beyond just a 
bed to sleep in. The staff and 
volunteers create a caring 
environment, with the goal to 
make each individual or fam-
ily feel like they are not alone 
as they begin recovery.

 “It means so much to us 
to have had their support and 
friendship during our stay. It 
has made a huge difference,” 
said one Fisher House guest. 

“It’s our Fisher ‘home’ not ‘The 
Fisher House.’”

Individuals with Dis-
abilities Experience new 
Sights, Sounds, Thanks  
to Grant
For individuals with disabili-
ties, participating in a multi-
sensory stimulation program 
can help improve their social 
relations, health and overall 
quality of life. This form of 
therapy aims to increase the 
cognitive skills of impaired 
individuals and their interac-
tions with the world around 
them. It even can facilitate 
nerve connectivity in damaged 
nervous systems. 

Thanks in part to a $5,000 
discretionary grant from The 
Dayton Foundation, Echoing 
Hills Village recently installed 
a multisensory environment 
unit at their Community 
Connections of Montgomery 
County location to help pro-
vide this experience to area 
residents with disabilities. The 
Sensory Rover cart, housed 
in their sensory room, has 
multiple features designed 
to stimulate the senses, from 
mirrored panels that reflect 
a light display, to a built-in 
sound system. It also features 

Echoing Hills Village

Fisher House

*African-American Community Fund
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Good News is made possible by four 
Dayton Foundation donors and families 

who have stepped 
forward to become the 

2010-2011 “I Believe!” Partners of The 
Dayton Foundation. Their commitment 
underwrites a full year of Dayton 
Foundation publications, thereby 
freeing resources for the Foundation’s 
other community work.

Thanks go to “I Believe!” Partners Carol 
& Jack H. Adam, Leona E. & Jane A. 
Dunwoodie, Janet A. & Donald L. 
Grieshop, and Marcia L. & Donald 
J. Schade, and for support from The 
Standard Register Company and from 
90th Anniversary media sponsor Cox 
Media Group Ohio.

I  Believe!

Meeting All Standards for  
U.S. Community Foundations. Find Us on

Good News:  
SIx-TIME  
nATIOnAL 
AWArD-WInnInG 
PuBLICATIOn, 
WILMEr SHIELDS 
rICH AWArDS, 
COunCIL On 
FOunDATIOnS

Help us Serve you Better
Please let us know if you would like to:

§ update your mailing address and/or e-mail address in our 
records,

§ learn how to establish a fund at The Dayton Foundation,

§ be added to or removed from our mailing lists, or

§ start receiving our Good News newsletter via e-mail.

 Contact Gina Sandoval, communications assistant, at 
(937) 225-9974, or e-mail us at info@daytonfoundation.org. 
Thank you for helping us serve you better!

The Muse Machine 
($25,000) to enhance in-
school programming for mid-
dle school students, including 
creating radio documentaries 
with WYSO 91.3FM and vari-
ous art projects in partnership 
with Wright State University.

recent 
Grants
continued

The Muse Machine

Preble County Historical 
Society, Inc. ($25,000) to 
aid in building a multipurpose 
outdoor amphitheater for com-
munity events and program-
ming.

Sinclair Community 
College Foundation 
($10,000) to help enhance 
the Project READ adult lit-
eracy program by converting a 
part-time position to full-time 
status.

Wright Dunbar, Inc. 
($25,000) to assist in creat-
ing a behavioral health center 
in partnership with Wright 
State University’s School of 
Professional Psychology, help-
ing provide cutting-edge treat-
ment for patients with brain 
disorders.

Project READ


